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mental persecutions and worldly associations alike gradually forced
the masses to lean towards the moderate views on marriage. They
were not prepared to accept the radical principles of the doctrine,
for their mentality remained the same as it was at the beginning
of the Schism. Modern writers, who cannot understand how the
Schism of the seventeenth century could have originated in a dis-
pute over some trifling points of ritual, should refer to the debates
held by the Priestless in the nineteenth century.
In 1817 there arose, in the Saratov community of Theodosians, a
question which before long agitated the followers of Theodosius all
over Russia. When making the sign of the cross in repeating the
prayer "Our Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us," an
Old Ritualist brings his hand to the left shoulder at the words "Son
of God." Yet it is a known fact that the devil always sits on the
left shoulder of man and whispers many temptations into his ear.
Therefore, is not the name of God delivered over to the outrages of
the evil one ? Both in Saratov and at the Churchyard of the Trans-
figuration of Our Lord in Moscow, they were unable to solve the
problem. At last Gnusin, a Theodosian preceptor, decided that at
the word "Christ" one should place the hand on the bosom, and
only after having repeated the prayer bring the hand to the left
shoulder. "And because of the ignorance of the Christians who for-
merly made the sign of the cross differently," he added, "their sin
shall be forgiven and I take upon myself to entreat the Lord's
mercy." A similar state of mind existed among the rank and file of
the Shore-Dwellers. At the end of the twenties of the nineteenth
century two preceptors from the Chapel of the Intercession of the
Holy Virgin quarreled because one had introduced the ancient
chant of the Shore-Dwellers and the other, to spite him, restored
the recitative chant approved by Avvakum. "The faint-hearted
Christians have forgotten the rules by which the Angels sing, in
adopting the soul-destroying recitative chant," complained the ad-
herents of the Chapel of the Intercession, while their opponents
established a special prayer house and successfully enlisted fol-
lowers from among the provincial Shore-Dwellers.
In the presence of such a mood among the masses of the Priest-
Jess, the new religious movements could not gain ground. They had
to begin by attracting the more zealous and those best prepared by